
Lent 2021 Devotional Journey 

Lent is a time when we choose to practice the fruit of the spirit known as self-

control. We do not do this as punishment for how we live the rest of the year, but out 

of our need to focus on the Lord in ways that renew our spirits and remind us of the 

humility of being in the family of God.  

 

 

February 17 Ash Wednesday 

Focus for the week: Dust 

Scripture for reflection: 

Joel 2:12-17 NIV 
12 Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your hearts, 

        with fasting, with weeping, and with sorrow; 
13 tear your hearts and not your clothing. 

    Return to the Lord your God, for he is merciful and compassionate, 

        very patient, full of faithful love, and ready to forgive. 
14 Who knows whether he will have a change of heart 

    and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering 

            for the Lord your God? 
15 Blow the horn in Zion; demand a fast; request a special assembly. 
16 Gather the people; prepare a holy meeting; assemble the elders; 

        gather the children, even nursing infants. 

Let the groom leave his room and the bride her chamber. 
17 Between the porch and the altar let the priests, the Lord’s ministers, weep. 

    Let them say, “Have mercy, Lord, on your people, 

        and don’t make your inheritance a disgrace, 

        an example of failure among the nations. 

    Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 

 

Prayer 

O God, creator and judge of all that you have made, from the dust of the earth you 

have formed us and from the dust of death you would raise us up. By the redeeming 

power of the cross, clean our hearts and put a new spirit inside us, so that we can 

turn toward you and lead lives that shine your glorious light and love; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Act of Repentance  

Write down one or two specific things you would like to repent (turn away from). Keep 

these through the season so that you can commit to change thoughts and actions 

related to the item or items.  



[For instance, if you want to repent of gossip you would write down “Gossip” and you 

might keep track of times that you gossiped (shared news that wasn’t yours or talked 

about someone when they weren’t present) and what motivated the engagement in the 

behavior or how you could have gossiped and how you changed the behavior.]  

 

February 18 

Meditation and Reflection:  

To make dust the focus of our minds for any real length of time feels a bit strange, 

doesn’t it? Dust is everywhere and also kind of invisible to the eye…we can look right 

past it until it is disturbed. The dust that accumulates on our vehicles isn’t really ugly 

until some ornery person writes “wash me” with their finger. The dust on the shelves 

and the fan blades and the nightstand isn’t really ugly until we move an object or 

somehow disturb the layer of dust and see how much there really is. The dust of our 

beginning and ending can just kind of settle upon us as well until something draws our 

attention toward it, until something disrupts it.  

 

What disrupts or calls attention to the dust that settles around you? What person 

writes “wash me” on your heart and mind (to help you, not to embarrass you)? What 

has moved lately and revealed a clean spot that draws attention to the layer of dust 

upon our hearts and minds?  

 

February 19 

Today is a day to act. Look around and locate something that is literally dusty. Clean 

it in whatever way is appropriate. Think about how and why you care for it. What do 

you use to clean that object? Why do you remove the dust? How does it appear 

before and after? Does the dust diminish its usefulness or value? How does this act 

make you feel? 

 

February 20 

Dust by Andrea Cohen 

We funnel it between the stones.  

What stones become is what 

holds them together. A crushing 

summer: white hydrangeas, in 

dry winds, nod. In Adirondacks 

we can’t fix, in a twilight beyond 

repair, we recline, and an orange 

tanager—what you asked 

someone to come back 

as—lights, and vanishes. 

https://poets.org/poet/andrea-cohen


February 21 First Sunday in Lent 

Mark 1:9-15 
9About that time, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and John baptized him in the 

Jordan River. 10While he was coming up out of the water, Jesus saw heaven splitting 

open and the Spirit, like a dove, coming down on him. 11And there was a voice from 

heaven: “You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.” 
12At once the Spirit forced Jesus out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness 

for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was among the wild animals, and the angels took 

care of him. 
14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee announcing God’s good 

news, 15saying, “Now is the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change your hearts and 

lives, and trust this good news!” 

 

Genesis 9:8-17 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“I am now setting up my covenant with 

you, with your descendants, 10and with every living being with you—with the birds, 

with the large animals, and with all the animals of the earth, leaving the ark with 

you. 11I will set up my covenant with you so that never again will all life be cut off by 

floodwaters. There will never again be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12God said, “This is the symbol of the covenant that I am drawing up between me and 

you and every living thing with you, on behalf of every future generation. 13I have 

placed my bow in the clouds; it will be the symbol of the covenant between me and the 

earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, 15I will 

remember the covenant between me and you and every living being among all the 

creatures. Floodwaters will never again destroy all creatures. 16The bow will be in the 

clouds, and upon seeing it I will remember the enduring covenant between God and 

every living being of all the earth’s creatures.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the symbol 

of the covenant that I have set up between me and all creatures on earth.” 

 

February 22 

Repent and believe the good news. 

 

These words have been spoken over and over on Ash Wednesdays as the ashes are 

imposed on the foreheads of the faithful. Repent – change, turn around. Believe the 

good news – the kingdom of God is near and in that kingdom the blind can see and the 

lame can run and the meek inherit the earth.  

 

What do you need to repent, change, turn away from?  

What do you need to believe about the good news (maybe not for your own self but 

for marginalized people, the poor, the disabled, the meek)?  



February 23 

To be reminded that we are temporarily animated dust is intended to be humbling. 

Every functioning organ and joint in our body, every actively firing synapse, and every 

nerve ending that sends information to our brain is a functional miracle.  

 

To be reminded that we are dust is humbling because it is a miracle and in no way of 

our own doing. To be reminded that we are a miracle is joyful because we are made by 

God and in the image of God. As we journey toward and in humility, we do so as much-

loved miracles with the freedom to love and be loved.  

 

Reflect today on the miracle of being temporarily animated dust. How does that 

imagery change some of the weight of being alive in this world? 

 

February 24 

Focus for the week: Silence 

Today set aside time to sit in as near to silent space as you can. I would suggest 

starting with as few as two minutes and as many as five minutes. Each day this week 

practice this silence/listening time. 

 

Turn off as much stuff around you as possible. Sit with your feet on the floor and 

good posture. Put your hands in your lap wherever they rest comfortably. Sitting in 

silence won’t mean thinking of nothing, but of allowing yourself to notice what you 

hear when you choose to listen. I would also suggest having a notepad and pen next to 

you so that when thoughts intrude about groceries or that thing you don’t want to 

forget to do you can write them down. It’s also acceptable to write down any names of 

people who come to mind or faces you see as you breathe in and out and listen.  

 

When your chosen time is up, look at your notepad and see how many distractions you 

had, how many random people, places or situations came to mind and decide if any of 

it needs a special prayer or a phone call or some other kind of action on behalf of 

what you heard.  

 

February 25 

Practice the same silence exercise. Compare notes from one day to the next and 

notice if you find your stillness/silence/listening sooner in the time allotted.  

 

February 26 

Practice the same silence exercise. Compare notes from one day to the next and 

notice if you find your stillness/silence/listening sooner in the time allotted.  

 



February 27 

Practice the same silence exercise. Compare notes from one day to the next and 

notice if you find your stillness/silence/listening sooner in the time allotted.  

 

February 28 Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am El 

Shaddai. Walk with me and be trustworthy. 2I will make a covenant between us and I 

will give you many, many descendants.” 3Abram fell on his face, and God said to 

him, 4“But me, my covenant is with you; you will be the ancestor of many nations. 5And 

because I have made you the ancestor of many nations, your name will no longer be 

Abram but Abraham. 6I will make you very fertile. I will produce nations from you, 

and kings will come from you. 7I will set up my covenant with you and your 

descendants after you in every generation as an enduring covenant. I will be your God 

and your descendants’ God after you. . . . 
 

15God said to Abraham, “As for your wife Sarai, you will no longer call her Sarai. Her 

name will now be Sarah. 16I will bless her and even give you a son from her. I will bless 

her so that she will become nations, and kings of peoples will come from her.” 

 

March 1 

Practice the same silence exercise. Compare notes from one day to the next and 

notice if you find your stillness/silence/listening sooner in the time allotted.  

 

March 2 

Practice the same silence exercise. Compare notes from one day to the next and 

notice if you find your stillness/silence/listening sooner in the time allotted.  

 

March 3 

Focus for the week: Worship 

Webster’s defines it as (noun) “the feeling or expression of reverence and adoration 

for a deity,” and (verb) “show reverence and adoration for (a deity); honor with 

religious rites.” 

 

So, when we worship (verb) on Sundays that specific time of gathering for songs, 

prayers, and sermons is corporate worship where everyone participating (in person or 

online) engages in the same specific activities for the purpose of 

demonstrating/showing our reverence and adoration for God. 

 



Corporate worship is wonderful, but it’s good to reflect on why we gather and what 

makes it wonderful. The object or recipient of the activity of our worship is God. 

When you ‘come to church’ why do you come? What do you expect? Does your critique 

of the worship service reflect whether you were pleased or whether God was 

pleased? How has the pandemic period challenged your act of worship for God?  

 

March 4  

Music is a powerful medium for our God-worship. It’s something we do (verb) to 

worship God but can often help us express what we feel (noun) about God.  

 

What is your favorite worship music? Style? Specifics songs?  

 

This is also a good opportunity to examine why you have strong feelings about 

particular kinds of worship music. None of it is inherently better or worse for 

worshiping our God. Each of us has preferences or vehicles that bring us into God’s 

presence more efficiently due to our experiences (raised on hymns for instance). 

These preferences are totally acceptable. How might we be aware of our reasons for 

our preferences and grow in grace for understanding all music offered in the act of 

worship (verb) as a potential vehicle for the feeling of worship (noun) if not for self 

then for someone else in the congregation? 

 

March 5 

Listen to your favorite worship music today! Or sing it! Or play it! 

 

March 6 

Giving is an act of worship. When we understand ourselves as temporary stewards of 

possessions it’s much easier to share them. What are you sharing as an act of worship 

(showing God reverence)? 

 

March 7 Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: 
2I am the LORD your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
3You must have no other gods before me. 
4Do not make an idol for yourself—no form whatsoever—of anything in the sky above 

or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. 5Do not bow down to them or 

worship them, because I, the LORD your God, am a passionate God. I punish children 

for their parents’ sins even to the third and fourth generations of those who hate 

me. 6But I am loyal and gracious to the thousandth generation of those who love me 

and keep my commandments. 



7Do not use the LORD your God’s name as if it were of no significance; the 

LORD won’t forgive anyone who uses his name that way. 
8Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy. 9Six days you may work and do all 

your tasks, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. Do not do any 

work on it—not you, your sons or daughters, your male or female servants, your 

animals, or the immigrant who is living with you. 11Because the LORD made the heavens 

and the earth, the sea, and everything that is in them in six days, but rested on the 

seventh day. That is why the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12Honor your father and your mother so that your life will be long on the fertile land 

that the LORD your God is giving you. 
13Do not kill. 
14Do not commit adultery. 
15Do not steal. 
16Do not testify falsely against your neighbor. 
17Do not desire your neighbor’s house. Do not desire and try to take your neighbor’s 

wife, male or female servant, ox, donkey, or anything else that belongs to your 

neighbor. 

 

March 8 

Reading scripture and learning from it through the guidance of the Spirit and pastors 

and others who have gained wisdom for teaching us is an act of worship. The activity 

shows reverence and adoration for God’s communication to us. Read something in your 

Bible today. Find a favorite passage. Read a Psalm. Start a new scripture reading 

habit of your choosing perhaps. 

 

March 9 

God is also glorified in nature. How do you show reverence for God by caring for 

creation? Recycle? Garden? Energy efficient appliances? What might you be able to 

be more mindful about in the future?  

 

March 10 

Focus for the week: Contentment 

Philippians 4:10-14 
10 I was very glad in the Lord because now at last you have shown concern for me 

again. (Of course you were always concerned but had no way to show it.) 11 I’m not 

saying this because I need anything, for I have learned how to be content in any 

circumstance. 12 I know the experience of being in need and of having more than 

enough; I have learned the secret to being content in any and every circumstance, 

whether full or hungry or whether having plenty or being poor. 13 I can endure all 



these things through the power of the one who gives me strength. 14 Still, you have 

done well to share my distress. 

 

Paul learned to be content in any circumstance. In fact, he says he has learned the 

secret to being content. And while the secret is clearly the presence of God who is 

made strong in our weakness, that’s not really a pragmatic answer. The power of God 

in the name of Jesus and the presence of the Spirit is very real. Yet, the name of 

Jesus is not just some kind of magic spell we speak and ‘alacadabra!’ we are content! 

 

It is in forming a relationship with Jesus through the presence of the Spirit and in 

the authority of God that we learn to be content. This week we will explore our 

contentedness and discontent.  

 

For today, just read the scripture know that more reflection is coming.  

  

March 11 

Read the Philippians 4: 10-14 again. Look it up in your Bible or online and read a few 

different translations maybe. Then consider today, “Where are you in relation to 

contentedness?” Near? Far? Familiar? More now than before? Less now than before?  

 

March 12 

Reflection question for today: In what part of your life do you find yourself the least 

contented? Talk to God about the area or areas of your discontent.  

 

March 13  

Reflection question for today: What might you need to learn to find your way to being 

content? An area of discipline? A relationship to repair? An attitude to adjust? 

 

March 14 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Numbers 21:4-9 
4They marched from Mount Hor on the Reed Sea road around the land of Edom. The 

people became impatient on the road. 5The people spoke against God and Moses: “Why 

did you bring us up from Egypt to kill us in the desert, where there is no food or 

water. And we detest this miserable bread!” 6So the LORD sent poisonous snakes 

among the people and they bit the people. Many of the Israelites died. 
7The people went to Moses and said, “We’ve sinned, for we spoke against the 

LORD and you. Pray to the LORD so that he will send the snakes away from us.” So 

Moses prayed for the people. 



8The LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous snake and place it on a pole. Whoever is 

bitten can look at it and live.” 9Moses made a bronze snake and placed it on a pole. If 

a snake bit someone, that person could look at the bronze snake and live. 

 

March 15 

What does it feel like in your body to be content? In what part of your life to 

experience the most contentedness?  

 

March 16 

One final scripture to read and reflect on related to contentedness: Hebrews 13: 5-6, 
5 Your way of life should be free from the love of money, and you should be content 

with what you have. After all, he has said, I will never leave you or abandon you. 6 This 

is why we can confidently say, 

   The Lord is my helper, 

       and I won’t be afraid. 

   What can people do to me? 

 

March 17 

Focus for the week: Covenant (definition from Merriam-Webster) 

Definition of covenant (Entry 1 of 2) 

1: a usually formal, solemn, and binding agreement: COMPACT… international law, 

which depends upon the sanctity of covenants between rulers. — George H. Sabine 

2a: a written agreement or promise usually under seal between two or more parties 

especially for the performance of some action - the deed conveying the land 

contained restrictive covenants 

b: the common-law action to recover damages for breach of such a contract 

Definition of covenant (Entry 2 of 2) 

transitive verb : to promise by a covenant : PLEDGE 

intransitive verb: to enter into a covenant : CONTRACT 

 

Today, simply ponder what it means to you to be connected in covenant.  

 

March 18 

What covenants have you made (pledges) and how are those going?  

[possibilities include baptism, marriage, and other partnerships or obligations] 

 

March 19 

Look up some covenants in the Bible. You can search the internet. Biblegateway.com is 

a great resource. If you have a Study Bible you can look in the resources at the back 

and probably find occurrences of covenant. Or just name some from memory! 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/compact
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/pledge
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intransitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contract


 

March 20 

Think about the impact of a broken covenant. What happens when we break covenant 

with God? What happens when we break covenant with spouse (not limited to a 

divorce, but includes breaches of trust in not fulfilling the full intent of the 

covenant)? What happens when we break covenant with the body of Christ? What 

would examples be of breaking covenant in these relationships?  

 

March 21 Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The time is coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

people of Israel and Judah. 32It won’t be like the covenant I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They 

broke that covenant with me even though I was their husband, declares the 

LORD. 33No, this is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel after that 

time, declares the LORD. I will put my Instructions within them and engrave them on 

their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34They will no longer need 

to teach each other to say, “Know the LORD !” because they will all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD; for I will forgive their wrongdoing 

and never again remember their sins. 

 

March 22 

Luke 22:14-20 
14 When the time came, Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles joined 

him. 15 He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you 

before I suffer. 16 I tell you, I won’t eat it until it is fulfilled in God’s 

kingdom.” 17 After taking a cup and giving thanks, he said, “Take this and share it 

among yourselves. 18 I tell you that from now on I won’t drink from the fruit of the 

vine until God’s kingdom has come.” 19 After taking the bread and giving thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 20 In the same way, he took the cup after the meal and 

said, “This cup is the new covenant by my blood, which is poured out for you.” 

 

In those days covenants were sealed with blood. Research the method and meaning to 

the degree of your curiosity. Jesus made a new covenant with those who would want 

to be reconciled to God in a covenant relationship. The commitment in the covenant is 

to love God first and best and love our neighbor as ourselves.  

 

Have you thought of the impact of the negation of the old covenant (the covenant 

that God made with Abraham)? The past is still informative but no longer binding. We 



have a covenant with Christ Jesus. New terms, new commitments, new boundaries. 

The boundaries of love and connection in the kingdom where the vision of God is made 

reality. Making it to be on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

March 23  

Are there any covenants you need to renew either publicly or privately?  

 

March 24 

Focus for the week: Humility 

Philippians 2:5-11 
5Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: 
6Though he was in the form of God, 

he did not consider being equal with God something to exploit. 
7But he emptied himself by taking the form of a slave 

and by becoming like human beings. When he found himself in the form of a human, 
8he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross. 
9Therefore, God highly honored him and gave him a name above all names, 
10so that at the name of Jesus everyone 

in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow 
11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

What does this passage tell you about Jesus’ humility? How did it work? How did it 

feel? How did it look? How did it impact God?  

 

What does reflection on Jesus’ humility show us about how humility might work, feel, 

and look in our lives? How might our humility impact others?  

 

March 25 

Ephesians 4:1-3 

Therefore, as a prisoner for the Lord, I encourage you to live as people worthy of the 

call you received from God. 2 Conduct yourselves with all humility, gentleness, and 

patience. Accept each other with love, 3 and make an effort to preserve the unity of 

the Spirit with the peace that ties you together. 

 

What does this passage teach me about the practice of humility? How have I 

conducted myself recently? How will I choose to conduct myself today?  

 

March 26 

1 Peter 5:5-6 



5 In the same way, I urge you who are younger: accept the authority of the elders. 

And everyone, clothe yourselves with humility toward each other. God stands against 

the proud, but he gives favor to the humble. 
6 Therefore, humble yourselves under God’s power so that he may raise you up in the 

last day. 

 

How do you wear humility like clothes? Conscious choice perhaps?  

What does it mean for God to favor the humble?  

 

March 27 

James 1:19-21 
19 Know this, my dear brothers and sisters: everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 

speak, and slow to grow angry. 20 This is because an angry person doesn’t produce 

God’s righteousness. 21 Therefore, with humility, set aside all moral filth and the 

growth of wickedness, and welcome the word planted deep inside you—the very word 

that is able to save you. 

 

What acts of humility might you need to consider in the context of this passage of 

scripture? 

 

March 28 Palm/Passion Sunday 

Mark 11:1-11 

When Jesus and his followers approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage and 

Bethany at the Mount of Olives. Jesus gave two disciples a task, 2saying to them, “Go 

into the village over there. As soon as you enter it, you will find tied up there a colt 

that no one has ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are 

you doing this?’ say, ‘Its master needs it, and he will send it back right away.’” 
4They went and found a colt tied to a gate outside on the street, and they untied 

it. 5Some people standing around said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 

colt?” 6They told them just what Jesus said, and they left them alone. 7They brought 

the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes upon it, and he sat on it. 8Many people 

spread out their clothes on the road while others spread branches cut from the 

fields. 9Those in front of him and those following were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessings 

on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessings on the coming kingdom of 

our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest!” 11Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into 

the temple. After he looked around at everything, because it was already late in the 

evening, he returned to Bethany with the Twelve. 

 

March 29 

Reading for Monday of Holy Week: John 12:1-11 



Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, home of Lazarus, whom Jesus had 

raised from the dead. 2 Lazarus and his sisters hosted a dinner for him. Martha 

served and Lazarus was among those who joined him at the table. 3 Then Mary took an 

extraordinary amount, almost three-quarters of a pound, of very expensive perfume 

made of pure nard. She anointed Jesus’ feet with it, then wiped his feet dry with her 

hair. The house was filled with the aroma of the perfume. 4 Judas Iscariot, one of his 

disciples (the one who was about to betray him), complained, 5 “This perfume was 

worth a year’s wages! Why wasn’t it sold and the money given to the poor?” (6 He said 

this not because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief. He carried the 

money bag and would take what was in it.) 
7 Then Jesus said, “Leave her alone. This perfume was to be used in preparation for 

my burial, and this is how she has used it. 8 You will always have the poor among you, 

but you won’t always have me.” 
9 Many Jews learned that he was there. They came not only because of Jesus but also 

to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 The chief priests decided that 

they would kill Lazarus too. 11 It was because of Lazarus that many of the Jews had 

deserted them and come to believe in Jesus. 

 

How beautiful is Mary’s act of humble service? When we humble ourselves the result 

is often beauty and not just practicality. What act of humble service might you do 

today or soon that simply brings beauty (visually, fragrantly, or otherwise)? 

 

March 30 

Reading for Tuesday of Holy Week: John 12:20-36 
20 Some Greeks were among those who had come up to worship at the festival. 21 They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and made a request: “Sir, we want 

to see Jesus.” 22 Philip told Andrew, and Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 
23 Jesus replied, “The time has come for the Human One to be glorified. 24 I assure 

you that unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it can only be a single 

seed. But if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their lives will lose them, 

and those who hate their lives in this world will keep them forever. 26 Whoever serves 

me must follow me. Wherever I am, there my servant will also be. My Father will 

honor whoever serves me. 
27 “Now I am deeply troubled. What should I say? ‘Father, save me from this time’? 

No, for this is the reason I have come to this time. 28 Father, glorify your name!” 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 
29 The crowd standing there heard and said, “It’s thunder.” Others said, “An angel 

spoke to him.” 
30 Jesus replied, “This voice wasn’t for my benefit but for yours. 31 Now is the time 

for judgment of this world. Now this world’s ruler will be thrown out. 32 When I am 



lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to me.” (33 He said this to show how he 

was going to die.) 
34 The crowd responded, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains 

forever. How can you say that the Human One must be lifted up? Who is this Human 

One?”  
35 Jesus replied, “The light is with you for only a little while. Walk while you have the 

light so that darkness doesn’t overtake you. Those who walk in the darkness don’t 

know where they are going. 36 As long as you have the light, believe in the light so 

that you might become people whose lives are determined by the light.” After Jesus 

said these things, he went away and hid from them. 

 

How might our lives be determined by the light of Christ Jesus?  

 

March 31 

Reading for Wednesday of Holy Week: John 13: 21-32 
21 After he said these things, Jesus was deeply disturbed and testified, “I assure 

you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 His disciples looked at each other, confused about which of them he was talking 

about. 23 One of the disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was at Jesus’ side. 24 Simon 

Peter nodded at him to get him to ask Jesus who he was talking about. 25 Leaning back 

toward Jesus, this disciple asked, “Lord, who is it?” 
26 Jesus answered, “It’s the one to whom I will give this piece of bread once I have 

dipped into the bowl.” Then he dipped the piece of bread and gave it to Judas, Simon 

Iscariot’s son. 27 After Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus told 

him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 No one sitting at the table understood 

why Jesus said this to him. 29 Some thought that, since Judas kept the money bag, 

Jesus told him, “Go, buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give 

something to the poor. 30 So when Judas took the bread, he left immediately. And it 

was night. 
31 When Judas was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Human One has been glorified, and God 

has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify the 

Human One in himself and will glorify him immediately. 

 

April 1 Maundy Thursday 

Reading for Thursday of Holy Week: John 13:34-35 
34 “I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you 

also must love each other. 35 This is how everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

when you love each other.” 

 



Maundy Thursday is when we remember the mandate we are given by Jesus. How do 

you live this mandate? Washing feet isn’t a thing today. What might a similar act of 

humble service be that you could actually do if you were courageous enough?  

 

April 2 Good Friday 

For reflection on Friday of Holy Week: 

Were You There When They Crucified My Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

 

April 3 

This is the day when the disciples mourned. They did not expect him to live again. 

They had dismissed such a thing as soon as they heard it. So, they cry, they 

remember, they second guess his choices, but they do it together. How might you 

have felt without the knowledge you have now? Can you sit with them as they mourn? 

  

April 4 Easter Sunday 

Hallelujah! Take time to rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus and the resurrection 

power that Jesus shares with all of us.  


